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Keith	  Morrell	  and	  Don	  Thomas,
Southampton	  Labour	  Councillors	  Against	  The	  Cuts	  

"We	  give	  our	  full	  support	  to	  the	  Ford	  
workers	  and	  the	  fight	  of	  the	  unions	  to	  
keep	  jobs	  and	  the	  Transit	  here	  in	  
Southampton	  for	  now	  and	  into	  the	  future.	  
Ford	  has	  told	  us	  that	  the	  Transit	  is	  'The	  
Backbone	  of	  Britain',	  but	  the	  company	  is	  
now	  looking	  as	  spineless	  as	  this	  
government's	  industrial	  strategy."
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WHAT WOULD YOU SETTLE FOR? 
£60 000 0R £600 000? FIGHT FOR EVERY JOB!
Ford has offered redundancy terms 
which will seem generous. The sums 
however do not offer a rosy future. 

In 2008 around 700 workers were 
made redundant, in the main the 
older, 50-plus age group in the 
factory. The majority left are in their 
40s or younger. 

That means redundancy money 
might last two or three years.

Securing the future of Ford in 
Southampton would mean another 
twenty years and more, 600k in 
wages not 60k pay off.

Where are the other well-paid jobs? 
The only future is to save the factory 
and save jobs.

Unity is Strength

All talk of “ONE FORD” has been 
blown to pieces. Over 400 contract 
workers at Southampton will not 

receive Ford redundancy terms and 
could receive statutory redundancy.

Workers at the 81 suppliers to the 
Transit also face job cuts. A united 
campaign to involve all those 
effected can ensure the strongest 
campaign. 

It is vital that the unions, especially 
Unite, act decisively and speedily to 
mobilise opposition to the closures. 
General secretary Len McCluskey has 
said the union will fight the closure 
plans.

Leading reps in the Transit plant see 
the need to fight, "This is a fight for 
the community, for the next 
generation."

Unite policy is for a national strike 
ballot to be called in the event of a 
plant closure threat. This must be 
the rallying call around which 
opposition is built across Ford plants. 
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There is no doubt that Ford 
workers would receive huge 
support from the trade unions 
and the wider community for 
such a stand. A battle on this 
scale would petrify Ford and the 
government. Such a campaign 
should link up with Ford workers 
in Belgium at Genk, who 
organised mass walkouts and 
protests at their factory last 
week.

Rallying Point

On 20 October over 150,000 
marched with the TUC and 
answered Len McCluskey's call 
for a vote on a one-day general 
strike with a resounding show of 
hands. The fight to defend these 
jobs could become a rallying 
point across the private sector.

With the devastation of industry 
in Southampton under the Tories 
and New Labour, the Transit 
plant is the last major industry in 
the city paying decent wages.

Transit Profits

The Transit is a market leader, a 
profitable vehicle for Ford. "You 
could gift wrap a Fiesta, stick it 
in the back of a Transit, sell the 
Transit and still make a profit", 
were the words of a former 
Southampton Transit manager.

The scandalous truth 
is Ford wants to shift 
production from 
Southampton to 
Turkey, with the use of 
taxpayers subsidies 
from the European 
Union. The 
company wants to 
make even bigger 
profits by exploiting 
cheaper labour there. 
Union links with Turkey 
must be built.

‘Top Cat’ Bonus

While Fords plead poverty and 
take hard pressed tax payers 
subsidies from the EU, Ford UK 
bosses in 2008 took enough in 
bonuses to retool Southampton.

Alan Mullaly took £35 million in 
pay and bonuses last year, more 
like “FRAUDS”!

Belgium Protests

Since October 24th, the day 
management announced the 
closure of the plant by the end of 
2013, Ford workers in Genk have  
blocked the site. Nothing comes 
in, or goes out. Although they 
plan to go back to work from 
November 13th onwards, the 
blockade will not be lifted. 
Finished cars will be stocked 

inside and used as a 
bargaining treasure. On 

November 11th a big solidarity 
demonstration will be held in 
Genk, estimated to mobilize 
between 50 and 100.000. Ford 
workers from Southampton and 
Dagenham, from Blanquefort and 
other plants in Europe intend to 
be there. Other workers from 
across Belgium, often confronted 
themselves with closures or 
sackings, will also seize the 
opportunity to express their 
willingness to fight back.

For more info contact Kev 
Hayes 07760330797

SAVE THE TRANSIT
FOR A CITY WIDE COMMUNITY DEMONSTRATION

National Shop 
Stewards Newtork

Initiated by the RMT in 2006, the 
Network has held six national 
conferences, each attracting 
hundreds of rank-and-file 
activists. The Network was 
initiated by the RMT and now also 

has national support from PCS, 
CWU, NUJ, NUM and POA as 
well as many branches and 
trades councils.

SAVE THE TRANSIT
produced by Southampton 
Shop Stewards Network

For more info contact 
Kev Hayes 07760330797 
email: sotonssn@gmail.com

www.shopstewards.net
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